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THREE NEW INSCRIPTIONS FROM TRIPOLIS"

The inscriptions presented below are some of the epigraphic finds which have been unearthed
during the excavations at Yenice, the site of Tripolis. Little is known about this city which is situ-
ated between the limits of Lydia, Caria and Phrygia'. It bore the names Apollonia, Antoniopolis
and Tripolis®. Pliny (Naturalis Historia 5.111) and Hierocles (669) attribute the city to Lydia
while according to Ptolemy (5.15) it belonged to Caria. However, an epigram from Yenice defines
the city as “Maionian” (Moovin TpimoAic)®, the fact that leads one to assume that its population
was of Lydian origin. It is hoped that the excavations at Yenice will shed more light on the his-
tory of the city.

1. Post mortem Public Honours to a stephanephoros

Marble statue-base unearthed during the 2007 campaign. At a later period it was reused in a
wall. Height 1.53, width 0.59, thickness 0.46 (min.), letter height 0.03 to 0.038 m.
Date: a few years before 134-5 A.D.
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* It is a pleasure to thank Dr. Aytekin Erdogan, Director of the excavations at Tripolis, for his kind permission
to work on these inscriptions and for the help and hospitality during my work in the field, and H. Malay for his help
and advice during the preparation of the article. Further information about the excavations is available at www.
tripoliskazisi.com.

! For the location of Tripolis see J. Keil — A. v. Premerstein, Bericht iiber eine dritte Reise in Lydien und den
angrenzenden Gebieten loniens (1914) 51-2.

2 On the history and the names of the city see Ch. Habicht, JHS 65, 1975, 83—4; G. M. Cohen, The Hellenistic
Settlements in Europe, the Islands, and Asia Minor (1995), 199-201 and P. J. Thonemann, EA 36, 2003, 100-2.

3 R. Merkelbach —J. Stauber, Steinepigramme aus dem griechischen Osten 1 (1998), 257 no. 02/10/01.
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No.2

No. 1

5 On the name K&xog see L. Robert, Noms ind., 312ff., cf. also TAM V, 2, 1104 (Thyateira).
6 For another stephanephoros in Tripolis/Apollonia see R. Sherk, ZPE 93, 1992, 252, no. 191.

“In the term of the archons around Ti. Cl. Tuendianus Magnus Charidemos, the Council and
the People honoured Demetrios Andron, son of Kokos, the hero, perpetual stephanephoros, who
supplied oil (for the gymnasium) twelve times. The project and the erection of the statue were
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superintended by Statilius Hermogenianos, son of Papias, grandson of Papias, great-grandson
of Adrastos, the gymnasiarch.”

Ti(berius) Cl(audius) Tuendianus Charidemos, the eponymous archon, is probably the same per-
son as the man who appears as the chief priest of the province of Asia in an inscription from
Ephesos dating from 134-5 A.D.* The new inscription supplies the additional information that
he was a native of the city of Tripolis and that he served as the first archon before his promotion
to the chief priestship.

2. Base for the Statue of a Boxer

Marble statue base unearthed during the campaign of 2007. Height 1.01, width 0.47, thickness
0.435, letter height 0.019 to 0.024 m. Kept in the Denizli Museum. Inv. No. E. 4621.
Date: towards the end of the 2" century A.D. (Marci Aurelii)
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“M. Aur. Menandros, son of Menandros, grandson of Philanor, who won in the boxing discipline
in the contest of the Great Attalianeia Olympia, which was first held in our city, when M. Aur.
Attalianos was the first prize giver and agonothetes for life, the distinguished pankratiast.”

The base (probably with a statue) was erected by the city of Tripolis (mop’ Nuelv) to honour the
athlete M. Aur. Menandros as the victor in the boxing contest of the Grear Attalianeia Olympia
which are otherwise unknown (see also the following inscription). The name Aftalianeia should
probably be interpreted as taking its name from M. Aur. Attalianos, a distinguished (ropdi-

4 See Die Inschriften von Ephesos 11, 279: ¢pysmototioavtog Tifepiov KAowdiov Tovevdioavod Mdéyvou
Xopidnuov errocefdotov kot dpylepéwg tig ‘Actaog vaod 100 év Eeécw, cf. also M. D. Campanile, I sacerdoti
del koinon d’Asia (I sec. a.C.~Ill sec. d.C.). Contributo allo studio della romanizzazione delle élites provinciali
nell’Oriente greco (Pisa 1994), 83—84, no. 70.
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d0&oc’) pankratiast, who was the first person who awarded and financed the prizes for the victors
and became life director of the games®.

The qualification of such a local contest as Olympia is notable. This title refers either to Zeus
(Olympios) or to an isolympic contest’. As it is hard to believe that such a local drywv of Tripolis
would have the isolympic status, the title Olympia should be connected with Zeus.

3. Private Honours to Two Boxers
Marble basis which was unearthed during the campaign of 2009. In a later period it was reused

in a wall. Height 0.89, width 0.80, thickness ?, letter-height 0.017 to 0.025 m.
Date: towards the end of the 2" century A.D. (Marci Aurelii).
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5 For the term see recently G. Petzl, TAM V, 3, 1511, commentary on lines 7-8 (“iiber alle Erwartung hinaus”).

¢ For such private foundations of games cf. for instance Adrasteia and Callicrateia (Aphrodisias), Marianeia
(Ephesos), Demostheneia (Oinoanda), Meleagreia (Balbura), Artemidoreia (Knidos) etc.

7 See for instance J.-Y. Strasser (EA 37, 2004, 140) who points out that the qualification as Olympia does not
necessarily point to an isolympic rank.
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1 It is not possible to know the full name of Messalinus. Before lambda there is a space of three letters for the
abbreviations of his praenomen and nomen (e.g. [T1. ATJA. or [M. ATJA. or [Tw. KJA. ). Likewise it is hard to resolve
the abbreviations OUA. and ’Avt. (cognomina or gentilicia ?7) with certainty.

“[...JL. Ulp. Ant. Messalinus, the most excellent man (vir egregius ?), honoured with statues M.
Aurelius Epaphrodeitos, son of Epaphrodeitos, father and grandfather of councillors, a boxer,
and M. Aur. lulianus, son of Iulianus and grandson of Papias, a boxer, the men who contended
gloriously and left (the ring) together (after a drawn fight) in the contest of the Great Attalianeia
Olympia, which was first held in our city.”

Messalinus honours two boxers who fought évd6Ewg against each other in a boxing match at the
first Great Attalianeia Olympia (probably they were two of the opponents of M. Aur. Menan-
dros, the victor in the boxing discipline honoured in the preceding inscription). Epaphrodeitos
and Iulianus, the boxers of this inscription, had waived the fighting by agreeing to a draw and
left the ring together (cuve€eABeiv). In an agonistic inscription from Magnesia ad Maeandrum a
pankratiast is praised as punte iepav mote nomoog pnte cuveEeAbove. According to L. Moretti
the term cuve€eABelv in this context means to leave the ring together after a joint decision of
the competitors, while iepdv motely signifies a draw as the decision of judges who relinquish the
victory to the divinity®.

Ozet

Makalede, Lydia, Phrygia ve Karia Bolgeleri'nin sinirlarinin birlestigi bolgede, Buldan’in dogu-
sundaki Yenice yakinlarinda yer alan Tripolis’te ele gecen iic heykel kaidesi tanitilmaktadir.
Hakkinda cok bilgi bulunmayan Tripolis, Plinius (Naturalis Historia 5.111) ve Hierokles (669)
tarafindan bir Lydia yerlesimi olarak tanimlanirken, Ptolemaios (5.15) kenti Karia’ya yerlestirir.
Yenice’'de kopyalanan bir mezar siirinde ise Tripolis’in bir Maionia yerlesimi oldugu kaydedil-
mistir.

Tripolis’te yiiriitiilen kazilarda 2007 ve 2009 yillarinda, Roma Imparatorluk Devri’'ne tarih-
lenen cadde iizerindeki bir duvarda tekrar kullanilmig durumda ele gecen ve burada tanitilan ii¢
yazit, kent hakkindaki bilgilerimize hayli katki saglamaktadir. 1.S. 134-5 yilindan hemen 6nceye
tarihlenen ilk yazit, bir stephanephoros olan Demetrios Andron adli kiginin, 6liimiinden son-
ra meclis ve halk tarafindan onurlandirilmasini kaydetmektedir. Bu onurlandirmanin yapildig:
donemde gorevli bulunan arkhon’larin lideri olarak adi gegcen Ti(berius) Cl(audius) Tuendianus
Kharidemos’un, Ephesos’da bulunmus olan bir yazittan Asia eyaletindeki Imparatorluk kiiltiiniin
bagrahibi oldugu bilinmekteydi. Anlasilan, Tripolis vatandagi olan Kharidemos, kenti i¢in ifa
ettigi gorevlerden sonra Asia bagrahipligine kadar yiikselmisti. I.S. 2. yiizy1lin sonlarina tarih-
lenen diger iki yazit ise, kentte diizenlenen ve bugiine kadar hakkinda hehangi bir bilgi sahibi
olmadigimiz Biiyiik Attalianeia Olympia oyunlarina katilan sporcularin onurlandirilmasin kay-
detmektedir. Olympia olarak adlandirilmasina karsin yerel bir sportif yarisma olmasi kuvvetle
muhtemel olan bu oyunlar, adin1 ikinci yazitta ad1 gecen “iinlii pankreas giires¢isi” M(arcus)

8 Q. Kern, Die Inschriften von Magnesia am Maeander, no. 180.15-16.

° L. Moretti, Iscrizioni agonistiche greche (Rome 1953), no. 71 (= O. Kern, op. cit, no. 180.15-16.), cf. also LSJ
Suppl. s.v. cuveEgpyopon, “step out of the ring together after a drawn fight” quoting the same inscription and LSJ,
s.v. 1iepdg, IV.7 with some other instances of iepav motely.
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Aur(elius) Attalianos’dan almaktaydi ve bu oyunlar ilk defa Tripolis kenti tarafindan diizenlen-
migti.

Yazitlarin gevirisi soyledir:

1- “Ti. Cl. Touendianus Magnus Kharidemos’un arkhonlar’in baskanligini yaptigi donemin-
de, Meclis ve Halk, ebedi stephanephoros olan ve (gymnasion’a) on iki kez zeytinyagi bagisla-
mug olan Kokos oglu kahraman (merhum) Demetrios Andron’u onurlandwrdi. Heykelin yaptirilip
dikilmesi igini, Adrastos’un torunun oglu, Papiasin torunu ve Papias’in oglu olan gymnasion
bagkani Statilius Hermogenianos iistlendi”.

2- “Unlii pankreas giirescisi M. Aur. Attalianos’un ilk olarak odiillerin finansint sagladig
ve yarismalarin omiir boyu baskani oldugu sirada, ilk defa sehrimiz tarafindan organize edil-
migs olan Biiyiik Attalianeia Olympia yarigmalarinda boks karsilasmasini kazanan, Philanor’un
torunu, Menandros’un oglu M. Aur. Menandros”.

3- “[...] Ulp. Ant. Messalinus, ilk defa sehrimiz tarafindan organize edilen Biiyiik Attalia-
neia Olympia yarismalarinda muhtesem bir gekilde miicadele eden ve berabere kalan, meclis
iiyelerinin babasi ve dedesi olan Epaphrodeitos’un oglu boksor M. Aurelius Epaphrodeitos’u ve
Papias’in torunu, loulianos’un oglu boksor M. Aurelius loulianos’u heykellerle onurlandirdy”.

Ege University (Izmir) Cumbhur Tanriver



