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AN INSCRIBED AMPULLA FROM PARION*

The earthenware ampulla presented in this article has been unearthed during the excavations at
the southern necropolis of Parion in 2008. The gabled-roof tile grave!, in which the ampulla was
found, contained remains from a cremated body and some funerary gifts including a strigilis and
the fragments of four terracotta unguentaria. The absence of some fragments of the unguentaria
leads one to assume that they were already broken off when they were placed in the grave (this
may be explained as the part of a funerary ritual). The anthropological investigations on the
cremated bone remains revealed that the grave probably belonged to a young male. In fact, the
strigilis found among the personal objects in the grave leads one to assume that he was probably
a sportsman. If so, the ampulla might have served as a container of parfume.

The most interesting piece among the finds in the grave is a terracotta ampulla with a han-
dle on the reverse side. The obverse side is occupied by a scene showing a man and a woman
in sexual intercourse on a kline. In the background, behind a cloth (a curtain ?), there is a male
(servant ?) who is watching them. In the foreground there is a decorated chest (?) with a drinking
cup (an olpe ?) on it. In the right upper corner there is a rectangular frame with an inscription of
four lines. On the left of the frame a lamp is depicted. The reverse side of the ampulla is deco-
rated with the figures of vegetables?®.

* It is a pleasure to thank Prof. Dr. C. Bagaran, the Director of the excavations at Parion, for his kind permission
to publish the ampulla. Further information about the excavations is available at www.parion.biz.

! See H. Kasapoglu, Parion Nekropolii Mezar Tipleri, in Dogu'dan Yiikselen Isik. Arkeoloji Yazilar: (ed. by B.
Can — M. Isikl1 (200), 488.

2 The dimensions are: height 0.24, width 0.194 (top) and 0.174 (bottom), thickness 0.10 (at bottom).
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The technical features of the glazed container remind one of the embossed containers of
Pergamon dated to the late Hellenistic and early Imperial periods®. Indeed, the onion-shaped
unguentaria from the same grave seem to support such a dating*.

The ampulia bears the following inscription (in four lines)*:

korro/Evop/on 6 KO/prog

The verb xoto&m® does not seem to be
attested in this context. Here the passive
roto&Oopon seems to have the meaning 7
am being rubbed” which has to be attributed
to the man who is being pleased by his part-
ner. Therefore the inscription on our ampulla
would give the following sense: “I, the mas-
ter, I am being rubbed (screwed)”.

Ozet

Makalede, 2008 y1l1 Parion kazilarinda ele gecen, pismis topraktan yapilmis kulplu bir matara (ampulla)
incelenmektedir. Mataranin 6n yiiziinde yer alan erotik sahnede, bir kline iizerinde cinsel birlesme halin-
deki bir kadin ve bir erkek yer almaktadir. Arka planda, onlar1 bir kumag paravanin arkasindan izleyen
bir erkek hizmetgi (?) yer almaktadir. On planda ise, bir sandik ya da sehpa ve onun iizerinde de bir vazo
(olpe 7) goriilmektedir. Sag iist kogsedeki bir dikdortgen panelde 4 satirlik bir grekee yazit, cer¢evenin sol
kenarinda da bir lamba bulunmaktadir. Mataranin arka yiizii bitki motifleri ile bezenmis durumdadir.

Mataranin bulundugu kremasyon-mezardan ¢ikan kemik kalintilar1 tizerinde yapilan antropolojik
incelemeler ve Olii hediyeleri arasinda bulunan bir strigilis, bu mezarin bir erkege ait oldugunu goster-
mektedir. M.O. 1. ya da M.S. II. yiizyillara tarihlenebilecek olan mataranin iizerinde yer alan yazitta,
erkegin kadina yonelik bir komplimani yer almaktadir.
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5 We wish to thank H. Malay for his kind help in interpreting the inscription.

¢ LSJ, s.v.: “scratch, polish, smooth”.

7 For similar texts on clay vase moulds from Pella see SEG XLV, 1995, 785.13-14 (nd century B.C.).



