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THE CULT OF THEOS PEISMATENE IN MYSIA®

The cult of Theos Peismatene has been known since 2006 from an auction catalogue' containing
a stele from “Asia Minor” with a relief and the following inscription which was included in SEG
56,2042

MeyaxAfig kot "Enttovydvay
ot [..Juévov 0@ vac.
vac. Tletopotnvij oynv.

During our work in the Yavuz Tatis Collection (Izmir) in 2001-2, we copied a series of dedi-
catory inscriptions, all of which record the name 0eo¢ I(e)icuatnvi’®. We were told that they
were unearthed “around the villages Yesilcomlu and Doga”, which are situated at the eastern
shore of the lake Manyas near Daskyleion (Ergili) in Mysia. This information, indeed, has been
confirmed by the fact that another dedicatory stele of this series has recently been found around
these villages and transported to the Bandirma Museum*. Though there is no precise informa-
tion about the exact spot, one may roughly localise the sanctuary of this local goddess around
Yesilcomlu® and Doga villages near the lake Manyas. The letter forms and iconography lead one
to date the material to the late Hellenistic period, perhaps 2"/1% century B.C., as it has already
been suggested in SEG 56, 2042.

In all of the representations on our stelai, the goddess, who wears a polos, is sitting on a
throne, holding a phiale in her right hand and pouring libation on an altar; she holds something
in her left hand: in nos. 5 and 12 the object is probably a tympanon, but, due to the mutilation, in
other cases it is difficult to be identified. She is accompanied by one or two dogs®. In most cases

* It is a pleasure to thank Mr. Yavuz Tatig for his kind permission to work on these inscriptions.

" Gorny & Mosch, Giessener Miinzhandlung: catalogue 150, Auktion Kunst der Antike, 11. Juli 2006, 115, no.
306 with a photo.

2The editors of SEG describe the relief as: “Trapezoidal white marble stele, tapering to the triangular pediment;
in a recessed niche a relief representing at left two worshippers approaching a goddess seated at right (long robe;
dog [?] seated at her feet; polos: Kybele) holding a bowl and pouring a libation on a central altar; behind the altar
a tree, before it a small servant leading a sacrificial animal (small quadruped: ram?); inscription below; under the
inscription an unframed relief representing, from left to right, a small servant carrying an object, a rider holding a
spear, and a bull”; cf. also A. Chaniotis, EBGR 2006 [2009], no. 53.

3 The remnants of stucco on the surfaces of some of the stelai are the indications that the stelai were probably
reused at another construction.

4 As it has not yet been possible to work on this dedication, it will be published elsewhere.

3 For a piece of a dedicatory inscription and an unepigraphic fragment, which also seems to have belonged to a
dedication, both from Yesilcomlu, see C. Tanriver, Arkeoloji Dergisi 111 (1995), 107, no. 4, P1. XI1.4a and XIII1.4b
(cf. SEG 45, 1665).

¢ On the cult of the Mother Goddess in Mysia see E. Schwertheim, Studien zur Religion und Kultur Kleinasiens
IL. Festschrift F. K. Dorner, EPRO 66,2 (1978), 809-830; M. J. Vermaseren, Corpus Cultus Cybelae Attidisque 1.
Asia Minor, EPRO 50,1 (1987), 85-126; F. Naumann, Die Ikonographie der Kybele in der phrygischen und der
griechischen Kunst (IstMitt. Beiheft 28), 1983, 363f. nos. 580-590; O. Brehm, Hellenistische und kaiserzeitliche
Weihreliefs aus dem nordlichen Mysien. Ikonographie und Typologie einer Denkmélergruppe und ihre Bedeutung
fiir die Religionsgeschichte einer antiken Landschaft (unpubl. thesis of doctorate, Miinster 1996), 113 and E. Vikela,
Ath. Mitt. 116, 2001, 113-115.
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there is a rectangular altar in the middle of the scene and a tree in the background. The divine
epithet [Tetopotnvn (or ITiopoatnvy as in nos. 2 and 7) is probably in connection with an unat-
tested toponym, e.g. [leloporta, as has already been supposed by R. A. Tybout in SEG 56, 2042.
Its Greek origin, e.g. netopo (LSJ, s.v. (A and BY), is neither improbable nor certain®.

1. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sit-
ting goddess wearing a polos and holding a phiale in her
right hand and an unidentified object in her left. There are
two dogs on either side both looking towards the goddess.
The goddess pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in
the middle of the scene. On the left four standing worship-
pers, all in adoration; in the foreground a servant leading
an animal (ram ?) to be sacrificed. There is a tree in the
background. 37 x 23 x 9, letters 0.7 to 1 cm.

Hotapov Hotauwmvos
BOed [Mewopomviy
gOYNVv.

Potamon, son of Potamon, made a vow to Theos Peisma-
tene.

2. Marble stele with flat-topped pediment. In a rectangu-
lar recess below the pediment there is the depiction of the
following scene: on the right a sitting goddess wearing a
polos. She holds a phiale in her right hand and an uniden-
tified object in her left. There is a dog sitting on her right.
She pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in the mid-
dle. On the left two standing worshippers; a woman on the
right and a man on the left, both in adoration; in the fore-
ground a servant holding a ram (?) to be sacrificed; behind
the altar another person carrying something (a wineskin,
aok6c?) on his/her head. There is a tree in the background.
64 x 31.5 x 7.5, letters 1.2 to 1.5 cm.

Aopndng IMotaumvog
VIEP E0VTOV Kol THG
a.0elotic Ocd

4 Thopotnvi evynv.

7 LSJ, loc. cit. cite an epigram from Mysia where Asklepiades the deceased is qualified as follows: MiAntov-
TOMoG KeTLon / VEKLG, "ATTiKOV atpto / dkoudpov Toxng telo/pota Avedpevoc (BCH 25.327 = R. Merkelbach — J.
Stauber, Steinepigramme aus dem griechischen Osten 11,2001, 89, 08/09/05).

# An inscription from Tire, SEG 50, 1133bis, mentions in line 7 a AovYxiog B’ [Mopo. While G. Petzl, EA 32,
2000, 196-7 wrote IMiopo, Cl. Brixhe, Bull. ép. 2001, 376 reckons with the nominative ITioudg or IMicuoc. Is the
— elsewhere unattested — name formed on an indigenous root ?



The Cult of Theos Peismatene in Mysia 95

Diomedes, son of Potamon, made a vow to Theos Pismatene on behalf of himself and his sister.

3. Marble stele with triangular pediment and acroteria. In
a rectangular recess below the pediment are depicted: on
the right a sitting goddess who wears a polos and holds a
phiale in her right hand and an unidentified object in her
left. On her right there is a sitting dog looking towards the
goddess. She pours libation on a rectangular altar placed
in the middle. On the left three standing worshippers, all
in adoration; in the foreground a servant holding a ram to
be sacrificed. There is a tree in the background. 52 x 26 x
8, letters 0.9 to 1.2 cm.

"Aptepo Apteptddpov
VP £00ThG Kol ToD
[&lvEpog kal tdv Tékvav
4 [Bed] Mewopomvi
eOYNV.

Artemo, daughter of Artemidoros, made a vow to [The-
os] Peismatene on behalf of herself and her husband and
children.

4. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sit-
ting goddess with polos, who holds a phiale in her right
hand and an unidentified object in her left. A dog is sitting
on her right. On the left there is a person lying on a kline
decorated with a garland. 20 x 16 x 5, letters 0.8 cm.

Meviokog Oed
[Mews]uotnvi edynv.

Meniskos made a vow to Theos Peismatene.

5. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular recess below the pediment are depict-
ed: on the right a sitting goddess with polos, who holds a phiale in her right hand and a tympanon
in her left. Two dogs sitting on either side. She pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in the
middle. On the left two standing worshippers, both in adoration; in the foreground a servant hold-
ing aram (?) to be sacrificed. There is a tree in the background. 52 x 29 x 6.5, letters 0.8 to 1.1 cm.
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[Mnltpddwpog "Apteptddpou v-
[rep] €av[tod] kot [M]evediuov 10
[&delolod Oed TMewopotnvi)

4 eoYNV.

Metrodoros, son of Artemidoros, made a vow to Theos Peisma-
tene on behalf of himself and Menedemos, his brother.

6. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular recess
below the pediment are depicted: on the right a goddess who
holds a phiale in her right hand and an unidentified object in her
left. On her left there is a dog. She pours libation on a rectangu-
lar altar placed in the middle. On the left a standing worshipper,
perhaps a child, in adoration; in the foreground a ram (?). There
is a tree in the background. 29.5 x 22 x 7.5 (letter height omitted).

Alo]vkoc Oe@
[Medopotnvi
eoYNV.

Loukas made a vow to Theos Peismatene.

7. Marble stele with triangular pediment. The left lower part of
the stele is damaged. In a rectangular recess below the pediment
are depicted: on the right a sitting goddess wearing a polos and
holding a phiale in her right hand and an unidentified object in
her left. On her right a dog looking towards the goddess. She
pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in the middle. On
the left two standing worshippers; in the foreground a slave who
brings a ram (?) to be sacrificed. 22 x 16.2 x 5, letters 0.8 cm.

[[ToA]Jud6tn Atovuo[iov]
[O¢]® [Tiopoatevi
eOYMV.

[Pol]ydote, daughter of Dionysios, made a vow to Theos Pis-
matene.
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For another appearance of the name [ToAvd6tn in this region see Th. Corsten, IvPrusa ad Olym-

pum 1, no. 188: [TToA]vdot EY[ .

8. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangu-
lar recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right
a sitting goddess wearing a polos. She holds a phiale in
her right hand and an unidentified object in her left. On
her right a sitting dog looking towards the goddess. The
goddess pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in
the middle. On the left two standing worshippers, both in
adoration; in the foreground a servant holding a ram (?) to
be sacrificed. There is a tree in the background. 53.5 x 24
x 9, letters 0.8 to 1.1 cm.

[Altovioiog @1Aouniov Oled]
[Mews]uonvi edylAv].

Dionysios, son of Philomelos, made a vow to Thleos
Peis]matene.

9. Marble stele with mutilated pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sit-
ting goddess wearing a polos. She holds a phiale in her
right hand. Two dogs sitting on either side. She pours liba-
tion on a rectangular altar placed in the middle. On the
left two standing worshippers, both in adoration; in the
foreground a servant holding a ram (?) to be sacrificed.
Behind the altar there is a woman carrying a tray (?) on
her head. 38 x 28 x 8, letters 0.8 to 1.3 cm.

Méoyov [ ]
cwbeloa yopilotlipiov.

Moschion, [daughter of ...], after having been saved
(gave this) thank-offering.

On oo lecbou by the gods see P. Herrmann — H. Malay, New Documents from Lydia, 2007, 112,

no. 84, on line 17 with bibliography.
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10. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sitting
goddess wearing a polos. She holds a phiale in her right hand.
On her right a dog. She pours libation on an altar placed in
the middle. On the left two standing worshippers, a man on
the right and a woman on the left, both in adoration; in the
foreground a servant who holds a ram (?) to be sacrificed.
There is a tree in the background. 20.5 x 14.5 x 4.5, letters
09 cm.

Tipov Qe
[ewopomlvi]
e[olynlv].
1 TIMON lapis.

Timon made a vow to Theos Peismatene.

11. Marble stele with oval-shaped pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sitting
goddess wearing a polos and holding a phiale in her right
hand. On her right there is sitting a dog looking towards the
goddess. The goddess pours libation on a rectangular altar
placed in the middle. On the left a standing woman. There is
a tree in the background. 22 x 14.5 x 8, letters 0.6 to 0.8 cm.

Mnvoddtm Oedr
[Mewoponviy
bV

Menodote made a vow to Theos Peismatene.

It is worth to note that Oe®t is the only dative with iota
adscript.

12. Marble stele with triangular pediment. In a rectangular
recess below the pediment are depicted: on the right a sit-
ting goddess wearing a polos. She holds a phiale in her right
hand and a tympanon in her left. On her left a sitting dog. She
pours libation on a rectangular altar placed in the middle. On
the left a standing man in adoration. 17 x 11 x 4 cm.

It is not clear whether the stele is unepigraphic or whether
it bore a painted text. Anyway, its context and iconography
do not leave any doubt about is origin from the sanctuary of
our goddess.
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Ozet

Makalede, Daskyleion (Ergili) yakinindaki Yesilcomlu ile Doga kodyleri arasindaki bir mevkide
bulunup 2001-2 yillarinda Yavuz Tatis Koleksiyonu'na (izmir) kazandirilan, Peismatene adin-
daki yerel bir Anatanriga’ya adanmis Grekce yazith ve kabartmali bir grup adak steli tanitil-
maktadir. Aslinda bu kiilt, 2006 yilinda yurtdisinda yayinlanan bir acik arttirma katalogunda
satisa ¢cikarilmig olan ve Peismatene’nin adin1 kaydeden bir adak stelinden bilinmekteydi. Simdi
anlagilmaktadir ki, 2006 yilinda yurtdigina kagirilan stel Daskyleion yakinlarindaki tapinak ala-
nindan gotiirilmiistii.

Bu makalede tanitilan ve 11 tanesi yazithi olan 12 adet adak steli 1.0. 2. ya da 1. yiizyilina
aittir. Stellerin lizerinde yer alan kabartmalarda genellikle birbirinin aynisi ya da ¢cok benzeri
olan sahneler betimlenmektedir: En sagda tahtinda oturan, bir polos (baslik, tag) giyen, sag elin-
deki bir kaptan (phiale) ortadaki altarin {izerine icki doken ve sol elinde bilmedigimiz bir obje
tutan Anatanriga Peismatene ve ona eslik eden iki kdpek; ortada bir altar ve onun arkasinda bir
agac; solda dua eder pozisyonda gosterilen adak sahipleri; en 6nde kurban i¢in bir hayvan (ko¢?)
getiren bir kole vs. (gerek kabartmalardaki sahnelerin neredeyse birbirlerinin aynisi olmalari
ve gerekse yazilardaki harf benzerlikleri bu stellerin ayni atelyede ve hatta ayn1 usta tarafindan
yontulmug olduklarini diiglindiirmektedir).

Ege University Cumbhur Tanriver



