ASLI SARACOGLU — MURAT CEKILMEZ

A GLADIATOR STELE FROM TRALLEIS

aus: Epigraphica Anatolica 43 (2010) 57-58

© Dr. Rudolf Habelt GmbH, Bonn






A GLADIATOR STELE FROM TRALLEIS!

The inscribed stele discussed in this article was found on the western necropolis of Tralleis dur-
ing the excavation campaign in 20072,

Stele of coarse-grained white marble. Height 31.3 cm; width 30.5 cm (above) and 294 cm
(below); thickness 7.5 cm (max.); height of the letters varying from 1.2 to 1.4 cm. There is a hole
just over the figure that follows the outline of the helmet closely. Back side is roughly worked.
This stele is now in the Aydin Museum.

The gladiator depicted within a rectangular recess is a Thrax standing on the left, whose
weight is resting on the right foot and the left leg is moved and slightly bent at the knee. The
upper part of his body is naked. He wears a wide-brimmed crested helmet (galea), an armband
(manica) on his right arm, a loincloth (sublzgaculum) a belt (balteus) and long greaves. In his

R left hand he carries a small square
shield (parma), while he holds a
short curved sword (sica) in the
right hand lowered vertically. The
gladiator’s face is completely cov-
ered by the helmet and the shield.
The right lower corner of the scene
is occupied by a bird perched on a
small altar. The laurel motif in the
upper left corner and a palm branch
(palma) on the right symbolize a
victory of the gladiator. Over the
profile at the bottom there is the fol-
lowing inscription:

IrelkAog ZTpatmvi
UVELOLG XOPLV.

“Speiklos (made this) for Straton, in
memory’.

The name XrixAog (from Latin spiculus, “sharp, pointed”) is also attested in Inscriptiones
Scythiae Minoris 11, 207 (Tomis, 2™ cent. A.D.), a funerary inscription probably for a gladiator®.

! We would like to thank Prof. A. Yaylali, the head of the excavation at Tralleis during the years 2006-2008,
for his kind permission for publication and Prof. W. Bliimel for his kind advice.

2 For a preliminary report on the Tralleis excavations see A. Yaylali, 30. Kazi Sonuglari Toplantisi, Ankara
2008, 3 pp. 7-40.

3 1. Stoian (ed.), Inscriptiones Scythiae Minoris Graecae et Latinae II. Tomis et territorium, Bucuresti 1987,
207: HowvBio Inixde 18ie dvdpl pviung xépw (= LGPN TV, sv. “Trixckog?”).
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Pfuhl-Mobius studied similar types of stelai from different areas of Anatolia under the Thrax
(murmillo) group®. Similar compositions, with some other additional decorations, are seen on
gladiator stelai both from Tralleis and some other centers in Anatolia®. Our stele, for instance,
may be compared with the stele of a Thrax 'Ap&&rog 6 xail ’Aviaiog Aaddiavdg discovered in
Thyateira (Late Imperial Period)®. Additionally, the figure of the gladiator Istros on a plaque
from Tralleis may serve as a good instance for this group of gladiators’.

Comparisons of similar examples with the relief on our stele lead one to think of a period in
the 2™ century A.D. In fact, such a dating is also supported by the excavation stratigraphy.

Ozet

Makalede, Tralleis antik kentinin Bati Nekropolis alanindaki 2007 yili kaz1 caligmalarinda
bulunmus olan yazith bir mezar steli tanitilmaktadir. Stelin dortgen bicimli bezeme alani i¢inde,
Thrax tipinde bir gladyator saga doniik bicimde betimlenmistir. Gladyatoriin baginda ucu kiv-
rik geni§ bir migfer (galea), sag kolunda bir bant (manica), lizerinde bir onliik (subligaculum)
ve bir kemer (balteus) ve ayaklarinda uzun tozluklar
goriilmektedir. Gladyator, sol elinde bir kiiciik kalkan
(parma) ile, sag elinde ise ucu kivrik kiiciik bir kili¢
(sica) tutmaktadir. Sahnenin saginda bir palmiye dali
ve tizerinde bir kusg olan kiiciik bir sunak; sol iist kose-
sinde ise bir c¢elenk betimlenmistir. Palmiye dali ve
celenk onun basarilarini simgelemektedir.

Figiirlii sahnenin alt kismindaki yazitta dlen glad-
yatoriin ve steli yaptiran kisinin adi belirtilmistir.
Yazitin cevirisi su sekildedir:
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N\ NEITACKAPIN ATWNI ! Speiklos, (bu steli) Straton’un anisi icin (yaptirdi)
\_,_,___ﬂ_ﬁ I / Benzer orneklerle yapilan karsilagtirmalar ve stratig-
rafik veriler stelin olasilikla I.S. 2. yiizyila ait oldugu-
0 2|0 na isaret etmektedir.
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