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A FUNERARY CONSTRUCTION IN THE WESTERN NECROPOLIS OF TRALLEIS!

The funerary construction discussed in this article was unearthed during the excavations in
the Western Necropolis of Tralleis in 20072 During this work 50 tombs of different periods were
opened; however, due to the incompleteness of the excavations, the chronology and stratifica-
tion in this part of the city is still unclear. The tombs opened in 2007 contain, inter alia, tile graves
for extended burials of adults®, sarcophagi, an inscribed stele of a gladiator?, amphorae used as
cremation containers, urnae containing remains of charred human bones, pithoi used for burials
of children, unguentaria®, pots, lamps, tankards etc. These rich finds, which date to the period
between the late fourth century B.C. and second half of the fourth century A.D., shed light on
the social life in Tralleis and also provide significant evidence concerning the development of
ceramic production between the early Hellenistic and early Roman periods.

Another important find of the excavations of the year 2007 in the Western Necropolis is a
funerary construction with an inscription®. It is a typical example of the tombs with five klinai in
Anatolian nekropoleis. The tomb consists of two rooms, while, in addition to the five klinai along
with skeletons, it yielded rich finds including an inscribed block in situ (see infra), some unguen-
taria, lamps and urnae. The characteristics of the funerary construction and the objects found
in it seem to indicate that the tomb, in which both cremation and inhumation were practised’,
was in use during the period from the early Hellenistic period to the end of the 1% century A.D.

The inscription, which was found in situ outside of the grave chambers described above, is
carved on a huge block of coarse grained white marble with projecting mouldings at the bottom.
Height 0.945; width 1.385; thickness 0.23; height of the letters varying between 0.03 and 0.043 m
(figs. 1 and 2).

1 For a brief history of Tralleis see M. H. Hansen and T. H. Nielsen (eds.), An Inventory of Archaic and Classical
Poleis (2004), 1135, no. 941 (Flensted-Jensen); G. M. Cohen, The Hellenistic Settlements in Europe, the Islands, and Asia
Minor (1995), 265-8) and D. Magie, Roman Rule in Asia Minor (1950), 129-130.

2 It is a pleasure to record here our gratitude to Prof. A. Yaylali who served as the head of the excavation
of Tralleis between 2006-2008. For the excavations in Tralleis in 2007 see A. Yaylali, 30. Kazi Sonuglart Toplantist,
Ankara 2009, 17-40 also including a report (pp. 27-34 with figs. 11-14) by A. Saracoglu and M. Gekilmez con-
cerning the work at the Western Necropolis where also the inscription published here has been announced
(p. 33).

3 The discovery of some coins dated to the reigns of Constantinus II, Constantius Il and Constans in the tile
graves testify that the Western Necropolis was still in use in the middle of the fourth century A.D. (see Yaylals,
op. cit., 28.

4 See A. Saragoglu - M. Gekilmez, EA 43 (2010), 57-8.

5 For Hellenistic and Roman unguentaria from the Western Necropolis see A. Saragoglu, Anadolu/Anatolia 37
(2011), 1-42 with more detailed information about both the Western Necropolis in general and on the funerary
construction discussed in this article.

6 For a picture showing both the funerary construction and the platform where the inscribed block was
unearthed see Yaylaly, op. cit., fig. 11 on p. 39.

7 On the fact that in some tombs in Asia Minor both cremation and inhumation may be practised within the
same family see S. Ahrens, in Death and Changing Rituals. Function and Meaning in Ancient Funerary Practices (ed. by
J. R. Brandt - M. Prusac - H. Roland) (2015), 189 with bibliography.
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2 (detail)

npoevondnoav ot GApduevol yEpovTeg ToD
1€ Ayopacuod tol TOmoL Kal TA§ oikodouiag Kai peta-
Boewc To0 Klovog Kai AyGALATOS Kal TGOV 6op&dv

The purchase of the land and the construction and the transposition of the column and the statue and the
coffins was supervised by the Elders who use the gymnasium.

This is the last part of a funerary inscription which must have started on another element (a
block ?) placed above.? It provides some information about what the tomb contained: a column
(kiwv), a statue (&yaAua) and some sarcophagi (copoi). The column mentioned in the inscription
is lost; however, it may have been used to support the &yaAua.’ The term &yoaAua, which usually
means “statue in honour of a god” (LSJ), seems here to refer to an image or portait-statue of

8 The holes on its top support this idea (see fig. 1).

9 For dydAuata or avdpidvteg supported by kioveg in or outside of tombs see J. Kubitiska, Les monuments
funéraires dans les inscriptions grecques de I’Asie mineure (1968), 122-4 and Ch. Naour, Tyriaion en Cabalide: épigraphie
et géographie historique (1980), 68.
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the dead person. The occurrence of the term &yaAua in the funerary context, where one would
rather expect 4vdpidg, is not frequent but not unparalleled™. The plural copof (sarcophagi), on
the other hand, has to be taken as an indication that the complex was originally constructed to
serve as a family tomb?.

The purchase (&yopaoudg) of the land and the construction (oikodopia) of the funerary mon-
ument and the transposition (uetdfeo1g)'? of some elements was supervised by some members
of the gerousia, (o1 yépovteg, “the Elders”) who are qualified as dAipduevor® because they used
the athletic facilities of the gymnasium™. The gerousia of Tralleis is already attested by many
inscriptions dating to the first three centuries A.D." One of them, recording honours to a gym-
nasiarch by the Council and People and gerousia of Tralleis, informs us about the existence of
three gymnasia (tp1@v yvuvaciwv) in the city in the first or second century A.D.*® This makes it
highly probable that the gerousia of Tralleis had a gymnasium of its own.”” As the beginning of
the inscription is missing, we know nothing about the person for whom this tomb was originally
constructed by the Elders using the gymnasium. Their close attention seems to point to an em-
inent person who took part in the activities, probably in the early imperial period, around the
gerousia and the gymnasia of Tralleis.

Ozet

Makalede, Tralleis’deki Bat1 Nekropolii'nde 2007 yilinda yapilan kazilarda ortaya ¢ikan bulun-
tular hakkinda bilgiler verilmektedir. Buna gore, bu kazilarda farkli dénemlere tarihlenen 50

10 See J. Kubitiska, op. cit., 124, cf. also the following instance from Tralleis: Ztpatoveik[n] / AroAAwviov /
avédnkev 16 dyal/pa AnoAwviov / to0 Zwkpdtoug / Tod yevouévou / adtiig avdpds / (F. B. Poljakov, IvTralleis
und Nysa I [LK. 36,1], no. 181). For &yaAua for a human being see also K. Rigsby, Ancient Society 44 (2014), 4, note 10.

11 On funerary terms see in general J. Kubiriska, op. cit., see now also S. Ahrens, op. cit., 185-222.

12 The change of the position (uetatiBévar) of parts of tombs was normaly forbidden: see e.g. TAM V, 2, 1116
(Thyateira); V, 3, 1838; G. Petzl, IvSmyrna 1 (LK. 23), nos. 205 and 210 (= M. Ricl, The Inscriptions of Alexandria Troas
[LK. 53], no. 153). For another legitimate case of uetdeoig as our inscription see P. Herrmann - H. Malay, New
Documents from Lydia (2007), no. 40 (Charakipolis) = SEG 57, 1148 (transfer of bones).

13 Note the itacistic pronounciation &Aig- for dAeip-.

14 The term oi &Aewpduevor is frequently attested in inscriptions in connection with aleipteria and gymnasia:
see C. Foss, GRBS 16 (1975), 217-226 (J. and L. Robert, Bull. ép. 1976, 133: “les usagers du gymnase”) and C. P. Jones,
ZPE 124 (1999), 89. In Thyateira, the users of the same gymnasium were called both ol dAei@pduevor év tén tpitwt
yupvaciot (TAM 'V, 2, 968) and [o1] peté[xov]teg [tod] tpitov yuuvasio[v] (TAM V, 2, 975).

15 The earliest record of the gerousia in Tralleis goes back to the time of Augustus (IvTralleis, no. 35, cf. J. H.
Oliver, The Sacred Gerusia (Hesperia Suppl. VI), 1941, 35, note 14). By the way, in another honorific inscription
from Tralleis, published by M. Aydas in EA 37 (2004), 121-2 (Bull. ép. 2005, 427), the honours would likewise have
been paid by [oi dAeipSuev]ot yépovteg rather than [ kai] ot yépovt[eg ol év TpdAAeot] (see already SEG 54, 1171
where Th. Corsten reasonably offers kai ol véou instead of the editor’s o1 &v TpdAAeon).

16 IvTralleis und Nysa I, no. 75, cf. Oliver, op. cit., 35.

17 See Oliver, op. cit., 35, note 14. For some epigraphic attestations of gymnasia owned by different groups
(i.e. paides, epheboi, neoi and elders) in some cities of Asia Minor see S. Sahin, IvPerge I (LK. 54), 80, note on line 3
of no. 56 and M. Wdrrle, Chiron 46 (2016), 403-51. For some epigraphic records on “gymnasion of the gerousia”
and “gymnasiarch of the gerousia” see Oliver, op. cit., 87, no. 5 (= IvEphesos, no. 702) and 105, no. 20 (= IvEphesos,
no. 1587); G. Petzl, IvSmyrna 11,1 (LK. 24,1), 194, on lines 16-20 of no. 697, cf. also S. Dmitriev, City Government in
Hellenistic and Roman Asia Minor (2005), 39.
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adet mezar acilmis ve aralarinda lahitlerin, bir gladyatore ait yazith mezar tasinin, iglerinde
kremasyon artiklarinin muhafaza edildigi amphoralarin, yine i¢clerinde kémiirlesmis kemiklerin
bulundugu urnalarin, cocuk goémiisii i¢in kullanilms pithoslarin, unguentariumlarin, giinltik kap-
larin, taslarin, kandillerin vs. yer aldig1 ¢ok sayida buluntu ele ge¢mistir. 1.0. 4. yiizyil ile 1.S. 4.
yiizy1l arasina tarihlenen bu zengin buluntular hem antik Tralleis kentindeki sosyal yasama 151k
tutmakta ve hem de bu dénemde kentteki seramik iiretiminin gelisimine iliskin 6nemli bilgiler
vermektedir.

2007 yilinda Bat1 Nekropolii'nde ortaya ¢ikarilan diger 6nemli bir buluntu da, iki odadan olu-
san bir mezar binasidir. 5 adet kline’ye ek olarak, bir¢ok kii¢iik buluntunun ve bir yazitin ele
gectigi bu mezar binasinin Hellenistik devir boyunca kullanimda oldugu anlasilmaktadir. Mezar
odalarimin disinda in situ durumundaki bir mermer blok tizerindeki ii¢ satirlik Grekge yazitin
cevirisi sGyledir:

“Arazinin satin alimi, binanin yapimi ve siitun, heykel ve lahitlerin yerlerinin degistirilmesi
isleri gymnasiumu kullanan Yashlar Meclisi tiyeleri tarafindan denetlendi”.

Bu yazit, baslangic kismu tistteki bir baska blokta (?) yer alan bir yazitin yalnizca son kismidir.
Yazita gére mezarda ayrica bir siitun (kion), bir heykel (agalma) ve bazi lahitler (soroi) bulunmak-
taydi. Burada sozii gegen siitun, yazitta agalma olarak adlandirilan bir heykelin kaidesi olarak
islev gorityor olmaliydi. Agalma terimi genelde tanri heykelleri i¢in kullanilmaktaysa da, elimiz-
deki yazitta mezarda yatan kisinin heykelinin ifade edilmis olmasi daha olasidir. Ote yandan,
cogul “lahitler (soroi)” ifadesi bu yapinin bir aile mezari olarak kullanildigina isaret etmektedir.

Mezarin yapim ve diizenlenmesini Tralleis’deki Yaslilar Meclisi'nin (gerousia) bazi tiyelerin
tstlenmislerdi. Yazitta bu yaslilarin al(e)iphomenoi olarak nitelenmeleri onlarin gymnasiumda
aktif olarak spor yapan kisiler olduklarini gostermektedir. Bir onurlandirma yazinda Tralleis’de-
ki “li¢ gymnasium”dan soz edildigine gore, bu kentteki epheblerin, genglerin ve yaslilarin ayri
birer gymnasiumlar1 vardi. Erken imparatorluk dénemine tarihlenebilecek olan yazitin biiyiik
bir kismi kayip oldugu i¢in, mezar sahibinin kimligi hakkinda birsey bilmek miimkiin degildir.
Ancak gymnasiumda spor yapan Yaslilar Meclisi tiyeleri (gerontes) onun mezarina bu kadar yakin
bir ilgi gosterdiklerine gore, bu kisi Tralleis’deki gerousia ve gymnasium ¢evresindeki etkinlikler-
de yer alan seckin biri olmaliydi.
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